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GEAR UP Schools

Batesville Junior High School
Betty Mae Jack Middle School
Biloxi Junior High School
Blackburn Middle School
Brinkley Middle School

Blue Mountain High School
Carthage Junior High School
Carver Middle School
Chastain Middle School
Coldwater Elementary School
D. M. Smith School
D6l berville
Gautier Middle School
George County Middle School
Greenwood Middle School

Grenada Middle School

Hardy Middle School

Independence Middle School
Inverness Elementary School

Lake Middle School

Magnolia Middle School, Moss Point
Magnolia Junior High School, Meridian
Magee Middle School

Margaret Green School

Mendenhall Middle School

Merritt Middle School

Moorhead Middle School

North Gulfport Middle School

North Woolmarket School

Northwest Middle School, Jackson
Northwest Middle School, Meridian
Peeples Middle School

Pine Grove High School

Powell Middle School

Ripley Middle School

Rowan Middle School

Ruleville Middle School

Scott Central Middle School
Sebastopol Middle School

Simpson County Central Middle School
Siwell Middle School

South Leake Middle School

Strayhorn Elementary School
Thomastown Middle School

Tupelo Middle School

West Wortham School

Whitten Middle School

William Colmer Middle School

Yazoo County Junior High School

Mi ddl e

GEAR UP Mississippi operates as part of
the Institutions of Higher Learning Office
of Academic and Student Affairs in
collaboration with the Mississippi
Department of Education, State Board of
Community and Junior Colleges, and
community partners.
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OF HIGHER LEARNING

From the Director

Nira Coleman-Johnson
State Director, GEAR UP Mississippi

This summer has been an active one
for GEAR UP Mississippi. We had a
successful summer academy program,
produced new radio and television
commercials, launched a new
wepsite, and attended the national
convention. All of these activities have
been for the benefit of not only GEAR
UP MS, but also our students, which is
our ultimate goal every day. We have
also sought to inform the public about
the purpose and services of GEAR UP
MS.

We hope summer for your children has
been active in the pursuit of educa-
tional opportunities to help them in the
new school year. Whether it was a
reading program, a Summer Academy,
or other educational opportunities, it is
always important for students to
continue their quest for knowledge
during the summer.

It was with that goal in mind that we
revamped our summer academy
program this year. The result was a
program that was a resounding
success. We had more students apply
than we could accommodate. From all
reports, the students who did partici-
pate learned a great deal. An article
and photos of the academies appear in
this issue as well as on our web site.

We are already planning for the
academies next summer and will make
them even better. Hopefully, we will be
able to accommodate more students.
While it has been a busy summer, we
anticipate an even busier time in the
new school year for GEAR UP MS. We
have added staff positions to enrich our
programs by providing more support for
our coaches, teachers, and site
coordinators. A profile of the new staff
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will be featured in the fall edition of this
newsletter.

The regional GEAR UP conference will
be hosted by GEAR UP MS on October
6-8,2009. We consider this a great
honor and opportunity for our program
and state. We will be able to showcase
what we are doing and what we will do.

Your children will be entering a new
school year with more confidence as
they have successfully made the transi-
tion to junior high. GEAR UP MS will
continue to assist your children by giv-
ing the support to make their education
adventure a success with the result be-
ing graduation and college.

GEAR UP MS will offer new programs
this year, which you will hear more
about later. Our successful programs
will be continued and enhanced. The
web site will be a great place for you to
learn about our programs and services.
We will update it with new information
on an ongoing basis. Please visit our
website at www.gearupms.org.

Students face a lot of pressure in
todaybés world to
age you to give your children all of the
support they need to succeed and ex-
cel in school and life. | pledge to you
that GEAR UP MS will do all we can to
give your children the support and tools
they need to succeed. We will do this in
the new school year and

beyond.

Yes, it has been a busy summer, but it

has been one of success and together
we can continue that into the fall.
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GEAR UP Summer Academies Provide Learning Experiences
For Students in Variety of Studies and Field Trips

GEAR UP Mississippi funded six academic and career and overcoming other obstacles. Each session concluded
focused academies this summer. Dr. Mary Lee. Director with an awards luncheon for students attended by
of evaluation and compliance coordinated the academies parents. Students received awards for various accom-

and said they were a great splishments during fheSacadehy sessoon.f r om over
50 GEAR UP MS schools participated in the academies.

We changed the format this year and everything Erica E. from Brinkley Middle School initially thought the
exceeded our expectations, 0 att@adesmy dwas boring. AThen it t
really I|liked the Challenge Cou
Academies were conducted at The University of Southern Kayla B. of Siwell Middle Scho
Mississippi, The University of Mississippi, Delta State great academy because we learned about caring for
University, Jackson State University and Meridian others, giving respect, and c¢h
Community College. Students participated in activities on
campus and made field trips to further enhance the Kayla Davis, a graduate assistant at Ole Miss, was a
experience. counselor for the academy at their site that focused on
giving the students a taste of college life and improving
Academies provided instruction in math, medicine, music, basic math and algebra skills.
law enforcement, character development, science enjoyed it. | think it has been a great opportunity for the
exploration and theatre. Each academy was open only to kids, 0 she said. As a classroo
GEAR UP MS students entering the eighth grade this fall. hel p Apinpoint areas that have
problems and help them overcome those problems and it
Ai meed Lee was director of thievSurtvhemra Baontit®gygf coll ege

Adventure Academy at USM and said the academy had
students from across t he st aAseartofith&/acaderaydthestodemsaverg given credit for

applications that we had to narrow the field. Some the classes which are applied to the course requirements
schools sent in as many 30 applications. We asked the at their schools. Several students thought that was the
schools to narrow the participants to two boys and two best part of the academy besides getting to have a taste
girls from each school , 0 s h eofcobegedife.

AThe Academy was a survi vor Icademdra Jonkestwas dimector bfthe Mississ@ppi Delta Antg

how to work as a team and become leaders. The rest of and Heritage Summer Experience Academy at Delta
the camp was focused on biology adventure. One part State. Part of the activities involved a trip to Memphis and
involved a day in the woods at Lake Throreau learning the Civil Rights Museum. Other field trips were to the B.
how to survive, identify plants, animals and signs of B. King and Jim Henson museums
animals, 0 Lee explained. students and the opportunity to give them a broader view

of their Mississippi heritage,
Amber A. l i ked the camp especially the fAadventure stuffo
as she said. il have | ear neMeridian CoonmunaylCollage coadudted twe azadenmied. h o w
to use teamwork for success, OneXB@zan Sthe Academydfpcusddioh gerforming arts
academy was great for the science and it gave me an and included the production of a musical. The other was
opportunity to learn more about the university so | can the Health Care Occupations Academy and exposed
consider it when | am ready dtudents o eatidushgaith care occupations. Dr. Kathy

Baxter was director of the camps.
Jackson State focused on law enforcement, team building

skills and character development. As part of character Edi t or ® Pictiiesaceompanying this article are
development and team building, each session included a highlights of the academies. The GEAR UP MS web site
field trip to Challenge Country near Ellisville. There has photo galleries with more photos.

students were taught team building through rope courses
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University of Mississippi
College Exploration and Math Academy

This academy had two primary goals. The first was to give
students a taste of college life. The second goal was to improve
basic math and algebra skills. Students were enrolled in
Compensatory Mathematics, which covered some of the same
objectives as Algebra | courses offered throughout Mississippi

University of Southern Mississippi
Survivor: Biology Adventure Academy

This academy provided students an opportunity to gain leadership skills, take
part in friendly competition and get a head start on preparing for college.
Students who have an interest in pursuing a degree in biology were encouraged
to attend.
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